


My name is Joy* and I live in Central Asia. 
One day, a woman told us about Jesus, but my 
mother—a Muslim prayer warrior—told her that 
Christianity was a foreign, Russian religion and 
as Central Asians we must be Muslim. The 
woman explained that Jesus came to earth, 
died, rose from the dead and now lives in 
heaven. I thought, “How can there be two gods 
in heaven?”

Then I had a car accident and suffered many 
health problems: headaches, back problems, 
ringing in my ears. For 14 years I spent every 
winter in the hospital taking lots of medicine. 
One day I had a terrible headache and showed 
up at a women’s meeting at the local church. 
I thought Jesus was a Russian God, but there 
were only Central Asians attending the church. 
They reached out in love, giving me the best 
seat. The next Sunday a guest preacher gave 
his testimony. That night I felt ill and prayed 
for God to wash me with His blood and to 
bring healing. It felt like a river running in 

my veins. Later I found where Jesus said, 
“Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture 
has said, streams of living water will flow from 
within him (John 7:38).” I haven’t been in the 
hospital since. These days I like to tell people 
about how God really is. My children are 
believers; my husband and mother are not yet, 
but their hearts are open.

Now I know the only triune God in Heaven. 
I long for His whole word to be translated 
into our dialect. In my house group four of us 
are taking the Entrust training. Because of 
persecution we only meet every few months. 
It has changed us. We see how God prepares 
us to serve Him. I’ve joined a project where 
each year we go around the entire country in 
caravans to spread the gospel. I want to tell 
the whole world about Him. 

We once were perishing. When the trainers 
come to teach us, it is like they are bringing us 
bread and water. ▲

* name changed for protection.

Jesus is  a Russian God

The God of the Bible is moving powerfully in the Middle East and 

Central Asia to draw men, women and children to His heart and 

adopt them into His family in record numbers.

• AFGHANISTAN: No one knows how many Afghan converts 

there really are. Because there are no official churches, there 

are also no official records. Various estimates indicate there 

are between 3,000 and 10,000 Christians. “God is moving so 

fast in Afghanistan, we’re just trying to keep up,” one Afghan 

Christian worker said. “The greatest need now is leadership 

development. We need to train pastors to care for all these new 

believers.” [Der Speigel, Christians in Afghanistan]

• UZBEKISTAN: There were no known Muslim converts to Christ 

there in 1990. Now there are more than 30,000. [Persecution 

Report, an Open Doors USA publication]

• KAZAKHSTAN: The number of ethnic Kazakh Christians grew 

from fewer than 10 to more than 6,000 in the first 10 years 

after the fall of communism. Today, youth are the fastest-

growing segment of Kazakh evangelicals. [Christianity Today: 

Kazakhstan: Central Asia’s Great Awakening, Operation World]

• EGYPT: “Egyptians are increasingly hungry for God’s Word,” 

reports an Egyptian Christian leader. The largest Christian 

congregation in the Middle East started among garbage workers 

and now meets in an enormous cave on the outskirts of Cairo, 

which has been transformed into an amphitheater that holds up 

to 20,000 worshippers.  [LausanneWorldPulse.com]

Converts from Islam to Christianity face ostracism from their 

families, persecution from their communities, being fired from 

their jobs, and imprisonment by their governments. They may even 

face torture and death. But they are coming to Christ anyway. They 

are becoming convinced that Jesus is, in fact, the Way, the Truth, 

and the Life, and that no one comes to the Father except through 

faith in Jesus’ death on the cross and powerful resurrection from 

the dead. ▲

They are Coming to Christ
Entrust has accepted the 

challenge of training 250,000 
servant-leaders by 2017.
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“To me the Entrust courses are much like one of my favorite fruits—the 
pomegranate.  On the outside it looks special, unique and pleasant—
especially when you shine it with care and tend it while it is growing.  

But once it is ready and you open it for yourself, only then do you 
realize just how wonderful it is—full of many rare and special nuggets, 
abounding with nourishment, that are sweet and delicious to savor one 
by one. The study has been very helpful to me despite many challenges 

in my personal life.  All the special material that the studies contain 
is amazing and the fellowship makes it all real and relevant to my life.  

Before, I just knew surface things like a young child. Now that I am 
teaching my own small group I am learning so much more even though 

I am going through the same 
material—it is like a miracle!” 

Middle East student


